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 FILM  

Sloan Hosts Triennial Film Summit in Los Angeles After Two-Year Hiatus  

 More than 100 award-winning Sloan filmmakers from the past four years gathered at the 
Japanese American National Museum in Los Angeles to celebrate their work at the 2022 

Sloan Film Summit from 
April 8 to  April 10. Co-
hosted by Sloan partner 
Film Independent, the 
Summit featured three 
days of screenings, 
panels, staged readings, 
project updates, 

networking opportunities, and community building for Sloan film grantees representing 22 
film program partners. Day one kicked off with a screening of the 2022 Sloan Sundance 
Feature Film Prize winner, After Yang by director Kogonada and a panel with the director and 
an robotics expert. The keynote address was from UCLA Astrophysics Chair Andrea Ghez 
(pictured below), the fourth woman ever to win a Nobel Prize in physics, who discussed her 
role in the discovery of a black hole at the center of the Milky 
Way galaxy. The weekend closed out with a screening of the 
Sloan-supported documentary, How to Survive a Pandemic by 
David France, and a panel with public health experts. 

Other highlights included updates from all 106 filmmakers on 
their award-winning Sloan projects and a tour of the brand new 
Sloan-supported Academy Museum of Motion Pictures. The 
Summit was supported through a 2020 grant to Film 
Independent that was supplemented with further funds in 2022 
to accommodate COVID-19 precautions. 

David France’s COVID-19 Vaccine Film How to Survive a Pandemic Premiered March 29  

How to Survive a Pandemic by Oscar-nominated documentary 
filmmaker David France (How to Survive a Plague, Welcome to 
Chechnya) premiered worldwide on HBO on March 29. Shot across 
five continents, the film chronicles the development and rollout of the 
COVID-19 vaccine and features leading figures in the global science 
community, such as director of the U.S. National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases Dr. Anthony Fauci, co-developer of the 
Moderna vaccine Dr. Kizzmekia Corbett, and director-general of the 
World Health Organization Tedreos Adhanom Ghebreyesus. The 
documentary received positive reviews from The Hollywood Reporter 
and Variety, among others. The film received a grant from the Sloan 
Foundation in 2021 and is available to stream on HBOMax.  

https://www.hbo.com/movies/how-to-survive-a-pandemic
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-reviews/how-to-survive-a-pandemic-review-1235121153/
https://variety.com/2022/film/reviews/how-to-survive-a-pandemic-review-1235213271/
https://www.hbomax.com/feature/urn:hbo:feature:GYiuCPg0k9cLDwwEAAACO?_ga=2.200078637.203209787.1654873078-977479074.1654873078
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Linoleum Wins First Sloan Science on Screen Award at SFFILM Fest  

The first Sloan Science on Screen Award at 
SFFILM, which recognizes the compelling 
depiction of science in a narrative feature 
film, was awarded to Linoleum at the 
SFFILM Fest in a screening and panel on 
April 26 at the Castro Theatre. The film, by 
writer/director Colin West and starring 
comedian Jim Gaffigan (Tesla, 
Experimenter), is a surreal comedy-drama 
about a small-town engineer and aspiring 
astronaut. The post-screening panel 
discussed the enigmatic role of memory in 
our lives with Colin West, Jim Gaffigan, 

producer Chad Simpson, and cognitive neuroscientist Indre Viskontas (pictured above). 
Linoleum has received positive reviews in The Hollywood Reporter and Slash Film, among 
others. The film will be released in theaters in the fall of 2022. The Sloan Science on Screen 
Award is supported by a 2021 grant to SFFILM.  

 

After Yang Wins 2022 Sloan Distribution Grant  

The 2022 Sloan Distribution Grant at Film Independent, which 
supports completed science films entering the distribution phase, 
was awarded to After Yang. The narrative feature film, directed and 
written by filmmaker Kogonada and starring Colin Farrell (Minority 
Report; Miami Vice), is about a family that buys a lifelike, artificially 
intelligent android. The film simultaneously explores the privacy 
and security concerns of cutting edge technology while helping us 
reflect on our own humanity. After Yang has received positive press 
from The New York Times and Rolling Stone and a high score from 
Rotten Tomatoes. The Sloan Distribution Grant is supported by a 
2020 grant to Film Independent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sffilm.org/event/sloan-science-on-screen-award-linoleum/
https://sffilm.org/event/sloan-science-on-screen-award-linoleum/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-reviews/linoleum-film-review-1235110014/
https://www.slashfilm.com/797254/linoleum-review-jim-gaffigan-shines-in-a-perplexing-but-beautiful-tapestry-of-life-and-love-sxsw/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/03/movies/after-yang-review.html
https://www.rollingstone.com/movies/movie-reviews/after-yang-review-colin-ferrell-1312663/
https://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/after_yang
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Four Film Organizations Celebrate Recent Sloan Grantees at Filmmaker Reception 

A joint filmmaker party with Film 
Independent, The Screen Actors Guild-
Indie, The Screen Actors Guild - 
American Federation of Television and 
Radio Artists, and Tribeca Film Festival 
celebrated Sloan’s grant recipients 

from the past year on June 13 in New York City. Postponed from 2021 due to limitations on in-
person events, this well-attended party was an opportunity to build excitement, bring 
filmmakers together in-person, and further promote Sloan Film Program awards. This event 
was supported through a 2020 grant to Film Independent.  

 

Sloan-Supported Documentary Father of the Cyborgs Now Available to Stream on Kanopy  

Father of the Cyborgs, a Sloan-supported documentary by 
award-winning filmmaker David Burke about neurologist Phil 
Kennedy is now available to stream on Kanopy for free with a 
public library card or university login. Father of the Cyborgs 
first premiered at the 2021 Tribeca Film Festival and was 
supported by a 2019 Sloan grant to the filmmakers.  

 

THEATER  

Golden Shield About Families and Internet Censorship Opens at Manhattan Theatre Club 

Golden Shield, a Sloan-supported play by Anchuli Felicia King, opened at Manhattan Theatre 
Club (MTC) on May 17 after previews starting April 26. The 
play tells the fictionalized story of a real lawsuit against an 
American technology company that was hired by the 
Chinese government to build an internet firewall, known as 
the Golden Shield Project. The narrative follows two 
sisters and their journey to mend their relationship while 
seeking justice for Chinese dissidents. It uses a translator 
to move from Chinese to English. On May 11, MTC hosted a 
special post-show panel with playwright King, Benjamin 
Moskowitz of Consumer Reports, and Carnegie 
Endowment fellow Matt Sheehan to discuss internet 
surveillance, the global and legal impacts of internet 
firewall technology, and other technological themes in the 
play. Golden Shield received positive reviews in The New Yorker and Stage Buddy, among 
others. The US premiere at MTC is supported by a 2022 Sloan production grant.  

https://www.kanopy.com/en/product/12135157
https://www.manhattantheatreclub.com/shows/2021-22-season/golden-shield/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2022/05/30/mottled-morals-and-a-fight-for-justice-in-golden-shield
https://stagebuddy.com/theater/theater-review/review-golden-shield
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MTC’s Reading Series Presents Public Reading of Sloan Play Color Girls 

Color Girls by Ife Olujobi (pictured left), a Sloan/MTC-
commissioned play, was presented in a public reading at MTC’s 
City Center Stage I on March 28 as part of the Theatre’s Ted 
Snowdon Reading Series. The reading followed a week-long 
developmental workshop with director Taylor Reynolds, a cast of 
actors, and the support of MTC’s Artistic Development staff. The 
play explores the inherent bias of using white women as the 
universal, image standard and the struggle to reproduce non-
white skin tones ever since. The play was commissioned in 2020 
as a part of MTC’s Sloan Initiative.  

 

Ensemble Studio Theater Hosts Panel for What You Are Now, Plans Streaming Version   

On April 2, the matinee 
performance of the Sloan-
commissioned play What You Are 
Now, written by Sam Chanse and 
directed by Steve Cosson of The 
Civilians, was followed by a 
talkback about the historical, 
cultural and scientific context of 
the play with neuroscientist 
Heather Berlin, poet Pichchenda 
Bao, artist/activist Daveth Cheth, 
designer Davey Chhoeun, and chef 
Chichakriya Un. The play originally 
debuted at the Ensemble Studio 

Theatre (EST)/Sloan Mainstage Production on March 10 and ran until April 3. It tells the story 
of Pia, a young neuroscientist working on biochemical approaches to treating memory and 
PTSD, whose mother experienced the violence of 1970s Cambodia. The play will be recorded 
and made available to stream this fall to reach a wider audience. The release will be 
coordinated with Cambodian leaders to schedule supporting events and to maximize science 
press coverage. Several theaters have expressed interest in subsequent productions as well. 
The writing and mainstage production of What You Are Now was supported by a 2019 Sloan 
grant to EST, one of Sloan’s two flagship theater partners. The play received positive reviews, 
including from The New York Times and The New Yorker.   
 

 

 

https://www.ensemblestudiotheatre.org/20212022/2021/12/3/what-you-are-now
https://www.ensemblestudiotheatre.org/20212022/2021/12/3/what-you-are-now
https://www.ensemblestudiotheatre.org/est-blog-1/2022/4/1/poet-pichchenda-bao-neuroscientist-heather-berlin-artist-daveth-cheth-designer-davey-chhoeun-chef-chinchakriya-un-join-dramaturg-soriya-chum-discuss-many-sides-what-you-are-now
https://www.ensemblestudiotheatre.org/est-blog-1/2022/4/1/poet-pichchenda-bao-neuroscientist-heather-berlin-artist-daveth-cheth-designer-davey-chhoeun-chef-chinchakriya-un-join-dramaturg-soriya-chum-discuss-many-sides-what-you-are-now
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/18/theater/what-you-are-now-review.html
https://www.newyorker.com/goings-on-about-town/theatre/what-you-are-now-04-04-22
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MTC and Sloan to Host “A Night at the Museum” for Three New Science Plays  

Excerpts from three new plays commissioned through 
Sloan’s partnership with MTC will be featured at the 
American Museum of Natural History (pictured left) on 
June 29. The selected plays are Regressions by Jen 
Silverman about CRISPR technology, Asilomar by 
Dipika Guha about epigenetics, and Sparrows of the 
New World about the evolution of birds by Madeleine 

George. After the plays’ reading, the playwrights will be joined for a discussion moderated by 
Museum Curator and MTC/Sloan Committee member Ruth Angus of the Department of 
Astrophysics with epigenetics expert and Columbia University professor Bianca Jones Marlin, 
CRISPR expert and Columbia professor Carlotta Ronda, and Joel Cracraft, Lamont Curator in 
the Museum’s Department of Ornithology. The event is supported by a 2021 grant to MTC to 
commission, develop, and produce new plays with science and technology themes.  

 

BOOKS  

Inaugural National Book Foundation / Sloan Authors Discuss Their Award-Winning Work  

The three winners of the inaugural Science + Literature Awards will discuss their work at 
three venues across the country. The awards are part of a new partnership between Sloan and 
the National Book Foundation (NBF) that includes fiction and poetry for the first time, 
supported by a 2021 grant to NBF.  

Linda Hogan: Reading the Natural World  

Linda Hogan, author of the award-winning The Radiant Lives of Animals, 
joined Washington State Poet Laureate Rena Priest in a virtual conversation 
on June 8 on Native storytelling and writing the environment. The Radiant 
Lives of Animals is a hybrid work that weaves together poetry and 
illustrations from Hogan’s perspective as a Chickasaw writer and how she 
relates to animals and the natural world. 

 

Rachel Pastan: The Gender Disparity  

On June 23 in Portland, Maine, Rachel Pastan, author of the award-winning 
In the Field, joined 2018 PEN/Hemingway Award recipient Weike Wang for 
an author reading and discussion about the intersection of science and 
literature – and the gender disparity found in both. Inspired by the life of 
the Nobel Prize-winning geneticist Barbara McClintock, In the Field tells 
the story of a female geneticist finding her way in the mid-twentieth 
century as an outsider in both her scientific passion and her sexuality. 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/645818/the-radiant-lives-of-animals-by-linda-hogan/
https://www.nationalbook.org/events/science-literature-reading-the-natural-world/
https://www.delphiniumbooks.com/book/in-the-field/
https://mechanicshallmaine.org/events/rachel-pastan-weike-wang-discussion-in-person/
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Daisy Hernández: Investigating Disease and Access 

Daisy Hernández, author of the award-winning The Kissing Bug: A True 
Story of a Family, an Insect, and a Nation’s Neglect of a Deadly Disease 
will join Curator Jessica L. Ware of the American Natural History Museum’s 
Division of Invertebrate Zoology on July 27 for a conversation about the 
personal and political aspects of scientific research and access. The 
Kissing Bug weaves memoir with science journalism to tell the story of 
Hernandez’s personal experience uncovering how poverty and racism have 
conspired to keep Chagas disease hidden.  

 

Vagina Obscura: An Anatomical Voyage by Rachel E. Gross Published March 29  

Vagina Obscura: An Anatomical Voyage by award-winning science 
journalist Rachel E. Gross was published on March 29. The book looks 
at how an emerging generation of women and LGBTQ scientists are 
leading a new biology of change and resilience surrounding the organs 
of reproduction – the uterus, ovaries, and vagina. The book has received 
overwhelming praise for demystifying female anatomy for women as well 
as men, with positive reviews in The New York Times and Science News. 
Gross has also written pieces on this topic in The Guardian and was 
listed in The New York Times’ List of Editor’s Picks. Gross received a 
2020 Sloan grant to support the research and writing of this book. 

 

Where Futures Converge: Kendall Square and the Making of a Global Innovation Hub by 
Robert Buderi Published May 10 

Where Futures Converge: Kendall Square and the Making of a Global Innovation Hub by 
author and journalist Robert Buderi was published on May 10. The book 
tells the history of Kendall Square in Cambridge, Massachusetts that 
hosts life science hubs such as Biogen, Moderna, and Pfizer. Buderi uses 
his own experience working in Kendall Square to tell fascinating stories of 
great innovation in this area stretching back two centuries and speculates 
about the next big pioneering enterprise. Excerpts and supplemental 
pieces by Buderi have been published in Salon and The Boston Globe. 
Buderi received a 2020 Sloan grant to support the research and writing of 
this book.  

 

https://www.npr.org/2021/06/02/1002371596/the-kissing-bug-challenges-which-diseases-matter-and-why
https://www.npr.org/2021/06/02/1002371596/the-kissing-bug-challenges-which-diseases-matter-and-why
https://www.amnh.org/calendar/kissing-bug-chagas-disease
https://www.amazon.com/Vagina-Obscura-Anatomical-Rachel-Gross/dp/1324006315
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/29/books/vagina-obscura-rachel-gross.html
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/vagina-obscura-book-female-biology-sexism
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2022/may/09/the-big-idea-why-we-need-to-rewrite-the-history-of-female-bodies
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/15/books/review/9-new-books-we-recommend-this-week.html
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0262046512/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o00_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.salon.com/2022/05/15/how-nasa-almost-ended-up-building-a-huge-campus-in-cambridge-massachusetts/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2022/04/06/magazine/kendall-square-has-diversity-problem-these-women-are-trying-solve-it/
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The Hidden Kingdom of Fungi: Exploring the Microscopic World in Our Forests, Homes, and 
Bodies by Keith Seifert Published May 25 

The Hidden Kingdom of Fungi: Exploring the Microscopic World in Our 
Forests, Homes, and Bodies by mycologist Keith Seifert was published 
on May 25. The book explores the vital role of microscopic fungi in life-
changing medical breakthroughs, innovative technologies, and favorite 
foods. It covers the complexity of fungi, from their potential to 
contribute to a more sustainable Earth to their destructive roles in 
disasters such as the Irish Potato Famine and deadly diseases. The 
book also includes a foreword by biologist and two-time Sloan grantee 
Rob Dunn (A Natural History of the Future). The book has received 
positive reviews, with Kirkus Reviews calling it a “perspective-shifting 
guide to our microfungal matrix.” Seifert received a 2020 Sloan grant 
to support the research and writing of this book.  

 

A Tactical Guide to Science Journalism: Lessons From the Front Lines by Deborah Blum et al. 
Published June 10  

A Tactical Guide to Science Journalism: Lessons From the Front 
Lines, an updated version of the popular Sloan-supported A Field 
Guide for Science Writers, was published on June 10. The book was 
compiled by 40 of the top science communicators in the country. 
Previous versions of this anthology have become the leading resource 
for science journalism in the nation. Contributing writers include 
Deborah Blum, Pulitzer Prize-winner and Director of the Knight 
Science Journalism Program at MIT, Ashley Smart, Senior Editor at 
Undark magazine, and Tom Zeller Jr., who spent 12 years as a staff 
writer and editor at The New York Times. The book received positive 
reviews, with Pulitzer Prize-winning science writer Ed Yong calling it 
“a treasure trove of advice from some of the best in the business.” 
Previous iterations of the guide were supported by Sloan in 1997 and 

2006, with the latest version supported by a 2020 Sloan grant to the editors via the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bookshop.org/books/the-hidden-kingdom-of-fungi-exploring-the-microscopic-world-in-our-forests-homes-and-bodies/9781771646628
https://bookshop.org/books/the-hidden-kingdom-of-fungi-exploring-the-microscopic-world-in-our-forests-homes-and-bodies/9781771646628
https://covers.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/keith-seifert/the-hidden-kingdom-of-fungi/
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/a-tactical-guide-to-science-journalism-9780197551509?cc=us&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/a-tactical-guide-to-science-journalism-9780197551509?cc=us&lang=en&
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Cancer Virus Hunters: A History of Tumor Virology by Gregory J. Morgan to be Published 
August 2  

Cancer Virus Hunters: A History of Tumor Virology by Professor of 
History and Philosophy of Biology, Environmental Ethics, and Business 
Ethics at the Stevens Institute of Technology Gregory J. Morgan will be 
published on August 2. This book emphasizes the vital role of tumor 
viruses in the greatest breakthroughs of the past century, from the 
discovery of reverse transcriptase to the development of a successful 
HPV vaccine for cervical cancer in 2006. Relying on on extensive 
archival research and over fifty interviews, Cancer Virus Hunters makes 
the history of tumor viruses an accessible subject. The research and 
writing of this book was supported by a 2016 grant to Morgan.   

 

At Home on an Unruly Planet: Finding Refuge on a Changed Earth by Madeline Ostrander to 
be Published August 2 

At Home on an Unruly Planet: Finding Refuge on a Changed Earth by science 
journalist Madeline Ostrander will be published on August 2. The book 
provides a fresh perspective on the climate crisis that threatens our homes 
and livelihoods today. Ostrander combines stories of optimism in the face of 
hardship with essays on the strength we must summon in the face of this 
new crisis to reexamine who we are and how we live. Ostrander received a 
grant in 2020 to support the research and writing of this book.  

 

TELEVISION  

Flood in the Desert About St. Francis Dam Disaster Airs on PBS 

Flood in the Desert, a documentary in the 
Sloan-supported American Experience 
series, aired on PBS on May 3. The film tells 
the 1928 story of one of the biggest dams in 
the country blowing apart and releasing a 
wall of water twenty stories high that 
endangered the lives of ten thousand 
people. The colossal engineering and human 
disaster threatened architect William 
Mulholland’s career and larger plans to 

transform the West, but within days a concerted effort to erase this failure from popular 
memory was underway. This documentary is the first of two produced through a major Sloan 
production grant to WGBH American Experience in 2021.  

https://www.amazon.com/Cancer-Virus-Hunters-History-Virology/dp/1421444011
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250620514/athomeonanunrulyplanet
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/flood-desert/
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Plague at the Golden Gate About Bubonic Plague in San Francisco Airs on PBS 

Plague at the Golden Gate, the most recent documentary in 
the Sloan-supported American Experience series, aired on May 
24. The film tells the story of the medical and political 
challenges of containing one of civilization’s most feared 
disease in San Francisco in 1900.  From the deep-rooted 
distrust of science and government authority to the anti-Asian 
sentiment set off by the outbreak, the documentary also 
mirrors this country’s ongoing response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. On May 31, American Experience also presented a 
virtual PAST FORWARD conversation about the impact of 
pandemic movies on America’s perception of real outbreaks 
featuring Contagion advisor and Columbia University virologist 
Dr. Ian Lipkin, as well as journalist Marilyn Chase. Plague 
received positive reviews in The Mercury News, The 
Washington Post, and TIME among other outlets. The 
documentary is produced through a 2021 production grant to 
WGBH American Experience.  

 

Sloan-Supported Episode of Poetry in America About the Workings of the Universe Aired 

“Cascadilla Falls,” a science-themed 
episode of Poetry in America 
supported by a Sloan grant, aired on 
April 18 on WLIW21 and on April 21 
on Empire KVCR, Long Island and 
Inland Southern California’s local 
PBS programming channels, 
respectively. The episode originally 
aired in February. Hosted by Harvard 
University professor of literature 
Elisa New, the show introduces 
viewers to acclaimed modernist poet 

A.R. Ammons’ “Cascadilla Falls,” a poem inspired by Ammons’ background in biology and 
botany. Guests include Planetary scientist Lindy Elkins-Tanton, composer DJ Spooky, and 
philosopher Rebecca Goldstein. “Cascadilla Falls” was supported by a 2018 grant to Verse 
Video Education.  

 

 

 

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/plague-golden-gate/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2022/05/18/what-to-watch-emergency-is-a-stoner-anti-racist-comedy-and-it-works/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2022/05/23/plague-san-francisco-racism-asian/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2022/05/23/plague-san-francisco-racism-asian/
https://time.com/6180443/bubonic-plague-anti-asian-hate-covid-19/
https://www.poetryinamerica.org/episode/cascadilla-falls/
https://www.poetryinamerica.org/
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RADIO  

WNYC Hosts Health Convening Focusing on COVID-19, Access to Healthcare, and the Drug 
Overdose Epidemic  

WNYC hosted its annual Sloan-
funded Health Convening on June 9, 
focusing on timely topics such as the 
aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and how the Great Resignation is 
affecting Americans’ access to 
healthcare. Sessions included 
“Should You Tell Your Employer That 
You Have Long Covid?”; “Sustaining 
the Healthcare Workforce in the 
Wake of COVID-19” and “Facing the 
Overdose Epidemic: Where Do We 

Go From Here?” The full event is available to watch on the WNYC website. The 2022 Health 
Convening was supported by a 2021 grant to WNYC to support story-driven healthcare 
reporting.  

 

NEW MEDIA  

An Evening of Math and Dance Combines Movement with Differential Cohomology  

On April 29 and 30, Barkin/Selissen Project presented An Evening of Math and Dance 
featuring a performance of “Dance of the Diagram” followed by a panel discussion at the 
Gerald W. Lynch Theater. Set to music from Sirius String Quartet, dancers articulated 
mathematical theory in form and movement as they contracted, expanded, and redrew 
concepts with their bodies. The piece was originally commissioned by mathematician, hedge 

fund pioneer, and philanthropist Jim Simons 
(Simons Foundation, Renaissance Technologies), 
whose research and published papers mark him as 
one of the most prominent figures in the field of 
cohomology. The contemporary dance 
performance was paired with a panel discussion 
with mathematicians and choreographers, 
including Jim Simons himself, Yale School of 
Drama Professor Emily Coates, Stony Brook 
University Professor of mathematics Dennis 
Sullivan, STEM from Dance’s Yamilee Toussaint 
Beach, and Barkin/Selissen Project’s Aaron 

Selissen and Kyla Barkin. This performance was supported by a 2019 Sloan officer grant.  
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Southern Crossings, Opera about Darwin, Herschel and Social Justice Opens on June 16 

On June 16, a new chamber opera titled Southern Crossings opened at 
the Gerald W. Lynch Theater. Against the backdrop of colonized people 
fighting for their freedom, this opera tells the story of a meeting 
between biologist Charles Darwin and astronomer John Herschel in 19th 
century Cape Town and their belief that scientific revolutions should be 
accompanied by social transformations. With an opening aria sung by a 
former slave named January, Herschel’s indentured servants and 
apprentices voice their own dreams for a future after bondage. With 
music by Zaid Jabri and libretto by Christiansë and Rosalind Morris, this 
production was supported by a 2021 Sloan grant to Barnard College.  

 

SPECIAL INITIATIVES  

Sloan Grantees Featured at Hudson Forum on Neurotechnology  

The trailer of the unreleased Sloan-supported film 
Theater of Thought by Werner Herzog was screened 
at the invitation-only Hudson Forum on Science and 
Business at the IMB Headquarters in Yorktown 
Heights, as part of a panel hosted by Sloan grantee 
and Columbia neuroscientist Rafael Yuste, who is 
featured in the film. The panel tackled advances in 
neurotechnology and artificial intelligence and 
included Thomas Reardan from CTRL-Labs, who led a 
project piloting a computer-brain interface that was 

supported by a 2019 Sloan Presidential grant to Columbia University. CTRL-Labs was later 
acquired by Meta (Facebook) for $600 million. The Forum hosted world experts and leaders 
from academia, industry, and government to participate in discussions exploring the future of 
three core technical domains: genetic engineering, neurotechnology, and quantum computing. 
Also attending the Forum were Sloan Foundation President Adam Falk, Vice 
Presidents/Program Directors Doron Weber and Daniel Goroff.  

 

Program Team: Doron Weber, Vice President, Programs and Program Director | Shriya Bhindwale, 
Program Associate | Delia DiBiasi, Senior Program and Investments Assistant 

https://www.hudsonforum.org/home
https://www.hudsonforum.org/home

